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The Department of Dermatology at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine is pleased to sponsor the publication of this Festschrift honoring
Wallace Henderson Clark, Jr., M.D.
Dr. Clark joined the Penn Faculty as a Professor of Dermatology and Pathology in 1978. He served with great distinction as a full-time faculty
member until 1991. Presently, Dr. Clark holds the title Professor Emeritus and serves as a valued Consultant to the Department; he returns to Penn on a
monthly basis. His creative activities have profoundly effected the entire biomedical research community at Penn. The development of the Pigmented
Lesion Study Group and the Pigmented Lesion Clinic are directly related to Dr. Clark’s leadership. The result of his investigative labors are displayed in
this issue of the Journal of Investigative Dermatology.
Dr. Clark’s research is only one aspect of his contribution to modern dermatology. He is a superb general dermatopathologist. His diagnostic acumen
and breadth of clinical experience are evident in his sage reports. Even more, he is a poet at the microscope. I can remember, as a trainee, sitting at the
microscope spellbound as Dr. Clark studied a slide. He observed subtle nuances that were key to understanding the process being observed. He always
thought mechanistically, so that the learner was drawn into the pathophysiological process as an active participant; one could almost see activated
lymphocytes defending the host by assaulting dedifferentiated tumor cells. Each slide was an adventure, no matter how routine the diagnosis.
Dr. Clark’s magic ignited the interest of generations of dermatologists, pathologists, and cutaneous biologists. This Festschrift celebrates this globally
curious, multidimensional scientist, clinician, pathologist, and humanist. The University of Pennsylvania is richer because of Wallace Clark.
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